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f PWl K. Hahn, President of the American Tobacco Company, took issue today 

T tw what be celled "loose talk" on the subject of Booking in relation to lung cancer. 




■■-f: 


Stetlng that the public Should be reassured on the subject of smoking and health. He 


^-^ointed out that no one has yet proved that lung cancer in any human being is directly 

traceeble to tobacco or its products In any form. 

Ur. Hahn's statement, the first of its kind by any American cigarette manu> 

ess made in enamor to inquiries as to ehat the company is doing to meet the 
>■ r ‘ ■ ■ r 
"^.ipperent ooncern of cookers about the effect of cigarette smoking on health, _ 

| Ur, Hahn's statement ess a* follows i 

"Believing as we do that cigarette smoking is not injurious to health, I feel 

$bst a statement of reassurance to the public should be cade. 

% rs "Ibat the public manta tdknow about is whether it ie true that smoking has 

te - ! |b#sa proved to contribute to the Incidence of lung cancer. The fact, of course, is that 

has not been proved. 

"With all respect to the sincerity of those who have been working in the field 

\ 

lung cancer research, there has been much loose talk on the subject, as reported in 
• j •• p r eaa daring recent months. Tobacoo is enjoyed by so many millions of people that 
Is only natural that this kind of comment should create public controversy and there- 
i^re result in considerable publicity. 

"The public is entitled to know the facts* They can be stated briefly, un- 

jstakeehly and conildesUyt 

\ 

1. Undoubtedly, long cancer ie now more cocanon than it was one or two decades 
ago. Also undoubtedly, cigarette smoking has increased, as have other habits 
and conditions of modem life. That does not prove that cigarette smoking 
produces or contributes to lung cancer. 

2. 3ith all the research being conducted in this field, no one has yet proved 
that lung cancer in any human being has been directly traceable to tobacco 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ tpblOOO O 
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or its products in any form. 

3* Authorities themselves differ widely. For every expert who blames tobacco 
for the Increase in respiratory disease, there are others who speak with at 
least equal authority who say that there is no evidence to show that tobacco 
is the cause. 

(a) There are scientists who are convinced that the growth of cigarette 
making and the increase of lung cancer are grounds for suspecting a 
link. On the other hand, there are many scientists who report that 
the statistics which are supposed to show a link between the rise In 
lung cancer and the Increased use of cigarettes are faulty, unreUttble 
and oftentimes meaningless. 

(b) there are a few scientists who report that by using a high concentration 
of cigarette smoke — entirely different from smoke which a person 


M 


r~vj: draws from a cigarette —- and painting it on the skins of mice, they 

* !1 hafts produced skin cancer on the nice. On the other hand, there are 

li 

ii 

\ many more scientists of high repute who have made similar experiments 

and have reported no skin cancer was produced. Moreover, all ecien- 

\ 

\ If tists agree that there is no known relation between skin cancer on 

Vj 

11 mice and lung cancer in humans. 

(c) There are scientists who point to the possibility that numerous other 
causes may be responsible for the Increase in lung cancer. For example, 
only a few weeks ago it was authoritatively reported by a group of 
scientists meeting in New York that polluted air over large cities may 
be the major cause of the increase in this disease. 

"Sow I realise that anyone in the tobacco business making these remarks runs the 

ride of being accused of being commercially minded* On this score, let me make two other 


observations 
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1. At one time or another within the past 350 years, practic ally every known 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tpblOOOO 



diseasB of the human body hae been ascribed to the use of tobacco. One by 
one these charges have been abandoned for lack of evidence. 

2. The American Tobacco Company is working at and supporting scientific re¬ 
search of a fundamental nature in this field within its om laboratories 
and in Independent institutions* It is our policy, within the limit of 
avoiding duplication of research, to extend our cooperation to projects where i 
we believe the researchers are approaching the subject without prejudice and 
preconceived opinions on the problem to be investigated. All this repre¬ 
sents an intelligent, objective approach to a subject which is susceptible 
Othem*. to »» or IMS solution, a, .r. confident,,, 

that long-range, impartial investigation and other objective -research will 
confirm the view that neither tobacco nor its products contribute to the 
incidence of lung cancer. We wish the public to know idodc these facts go 
that they themselves may be informed and will be in a position to deal with 
the subject when misinformation comes to their attention." 
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